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Abstract. Two new combinations are proposed i 

specimens, population sampling, and character anal¬ 
ysis: S. tomentella Bureau & Franchet subsp. 
yunnanensis (Franchet) Jin Y. Chen & D. Y. Hong, 
and S. tomentella subsp. sweginzowii (Koehne & 
Lingelsheim) Jin Y. Chen & D. Y. Hong. Syringa 
wilsonii C. K. Schneider is treated as a synonym of S. 
tomentella subsp. sweginzowii. The lectotype of S. 
swegmzowu Koehne & Lingelsheim is designated. 
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Syringa tomentella Bureau & Franchet was de¬ 
scribed as new by Bureau and Franchet (1891) based 
on a specimen from Kangding, Sichuan Province, 
China. Meanwhile, Franchet (1891) described S. 
yunnanensis Franchet as new, based on Delavay’s 
collection horn Dali. Yunnan Province, China. 
Koehne and Lingelsheim (1910) described S. swegin¬ 
zowii Koehne & Lingelsheim as new, based on a plant 
c ll t 1 the arboretum of Max von Silvers near 
Riga, and they believed that it came from East Asia. 
C. K. Schneider (1913) described S. tetanoloba C. K. 
Schneider, S. rehderiana C. K. Schneider, and S. 

. Schneider as new based on Wilson’s 
om Sichuan Province, but he later 

(Schneider, 1917) sLaled that S. tetanoloba was 
identical to S. swegmzowu. that S. wdsona was 
scarcely different from S. tomentella, and that S. 
rehderiana might be only a variety of S. tomentella. 
Syringa alborosea N. E. Brown, S. adamiana Balfour f. 
& W. W. Smith, and S. tigerstedtii Harry Smith were 

specimens 

described as new based on specimens also from 
Sichuan Province (Brown, 1914; W. W. Smith, 1916; 
H. Smith, 1948). All  of these taxa are closely related. 
Chang (1992) and Chang et al. (1996) recognized 
three j e in tl e \ 1 —S e S. 

alborosea, S. rehderiana, and S. wilsonii treated as 
synonyms of S. tomentella, and with S. tetanoloba and 
S. tigerstedtii as synonyms of S. sweginzowii. They 
stated that the three species differed from each other 
in indumentum and size of the leaves, the shape of the 
corolla tube, and the position of the anthers relative to 
the corolla tube. 

To reveal the morphological variation of these 
species, we examined more than 200 specimens 
(including all type specimens of the above taxa) and 
undertook population sampling in Sichuan and 

logical characters employed by the above authors for 
taxa delimitation vary continuously. Leaves of Syringa 
tomentella are pubescent, those of S. yunnanensis are 
usually glabrous, and only occasionally pubescent, 
while those of S. sweginzowii are adaxially glabrous 
and abaxially glabrous to pubescent, showing contin¬ 
uous variation in leaf indumentum. Length of leaf 
blades varies continuously (1.8—12.2 cm) among the 
populations, indicating little significance for taxono¬ 
my of the complex. To effectively compare the shape 
oi corolla tubes (CTS), we used the formula CTS = 
(diameter of corolla throat - diameter of corolla base)/ 
length of corolla tube. The results show that CTS 
varies continuously among the populations, and that 
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